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The Blessings of Peace 

The Beauty of Hope 

The Spirit of Love 

The Comfort of Faith 

May these be your gifts this Christmas Season. 

It was busy weekend, wasn’t it? 
We started on Friday 6th  December with the Christmas Disco and had a fun filled evening with DJ James and all the 
latest hits (plus a few classics for us oldies!)  Half way through Santa popped in with his elf helper and a basket full of 
sweets. The feedback from those there was, “it was a lovely evening with an amazing atmosphere”.  Thank you for 
your tombola donations on non-uniform day – we collected 120  items,  a record number! This meant everybody 
went home with great prizes.  There was also the cake stall to buy perfect Christmas cakes and buns, or for the 
children to have a go at decorating their own.   The disco is not normally a ‘fundraising’ event - all the proceedings go 
to cover the cost of venue hire, DJ and licence; but we still raised £194.  Most importantly the children loved it.  
Thanks to all involved – helpers, cake bakers and those who came to support and enjoy the moment!!   
  
Saturday wasn’t a free day for many of us with some of the children from school involved in Mrs Stonelake’s event. 
They sang beautifully in All Saints church together with The York Concert Band, raising funds for Cafod and All Saints 
Church.  It was a great concert and another late night for our children. 
  
The weekend culminated on Sunday the 8th December.  For the first time we tried a ‘bag pack’ in Sainsbury’s.  Events 
like this one are usually reserved for older children, but we are a brave and determined bunch, so we decided to have 
a go….  Earlier last month the PTA committee made an appeal for 27 families to come forward and help, and we 
made it with a full rota of help!  Along with a few who, although were not packing, popped in to support and cheer up 
the hard working teams. The majority of ‘teams’ worked in 1 hour slots with St. Mary and St. Joseph labelled buckets 
at the end of each till offering customers help with packing their bags; some staying for another hour in busier 
periods – children, mums, dads, grandparents, older sisters and brothers all came to help.  Despite our worries about 
how it would go at the end of such a busy weekend, it was great fun & absolutely fabulous!!  At one point a few of 
the children decided to start singing and an impromptu choir was formed, to the amusement and delight of a 
Sainsbury’s audience…resulting in a few more coins in our buckets.  Sainsbury’s staff were extremely pleased at 
having such “sweet and well behaved children” (yes, they’re their words!)  We had  quite a few 4 year old reception 
children who could  barely  reach the top of the till but still did their 1 hour shift and made full use of their smiles.  
 It was exhausting, but very much worth it, raising £825.73; and everybody says that they want to do it again, next 
year….so watch this space!  Congratulations – this weekend will go a long way towards our contributions to school 
trips/class funds.  A big Thank You to you all! 
  
It’s been a good year for the PTA, for us all.  We hope to continue next year with successful events.  It’s not only 
about money, it’s about building a team that can together support our school.  Look how much effort our teachers, 
governors and children have put into the recent good Ofsted report….The PTA is the other side of this coin – where 
we parents team up with teachers and make the school experience more sociable, fun and easier. 
  
We have proven the above very well in 2013 & we look forward to your continued support in 2014.  
 
Please don’t forget  to go through the Giving Machine for any last minute shopping! 
 


